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2024 Holiday Exhibition

On December 17, the Club hosted it’s annual Holiday Exhibition and 30 skaters performed a solo
and/or group performance for friends and families. Skaters socialized after enjoying treats donated
by volunteers, it was a great night!

Our Spring ice schedule started on Monday, March 3. Starting
March 6, ice times will be Monday, Tuesday & Thursday @ 4:10-
5:00pm and 5:10-6:00pm. Please log into Entry Eeze to book your
ice in advance to avoid late fees. REMINDER: If you are a late add
to a session, please have proof of payment from EntryEeze (not
confirmation email) to show the ice monitor when you arrive.

2025 ISU World Figure Skating Championships .

The 2025 ISU World Figure Skating Championships will be held at TD Garden in
Boston from March 23-30. For anyone interested in attending, individual

event tickets are still available on Ticketmaster. If you cannot attend, the @WORLD
events will also be televised on USA and NBC, so be sure to watch or set your Eﬁﬂ'};.ghéﬂ.’;g-
TiVo! BOSTON~*2025
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https://comp.entryeeze.com/Membership/MemberLogin.aspx?cid=282
https://www.ticketmaster.com/isu-world-figure-skating-championships-tickets/artist/849382

When Eleanor “Ella” Tapp was born, she was given a grim diagnosis from genetic

h- doctors. She was diagnosed with Trisomy 18 shortly after birth. Trisomy 18 is a

genetic mutation that can often affect muscle tone, the heart, vision, and
intellectual ability. Fast forward almost 16 years and the girl who doctors said
“couldn’t” or “wouldn’t” is now thriving on and off the ice.

=" Ella has been skating since she was 5 years old. She joined Winchester FSC in 2020
22 after her family moved here from upstate New York. Under the guidance and

patience of her coach, Roberta Bailey, Ella has become the first skater in our club to pass adaptive
(Special Olympics) skating tests. She has passed adaptive pre-bronze and bronze skating skills as well

as adaptive pre-bronze singles.

Ella’s experience with the adaptive skating program has not only made her a better skater, but has
also given her confidence on the ice, a sense of accomplishment she can share with her peers and

increased strength and coordination.

The Adaptive Program offers two distinct and supportive tracks for skaters with disabilities: Special

Olympics and Skate United. Both tracks enable skaters to progress in the sport they love at their own
pace. Ella and Roberta decided the Special Olympics track was the most appropriate structure and the
two have skated through the challenges and accomplishments together.

Skater Testing News

Anna R. - Preliminary Skating Skills
Charlotte D. - Pre-Silver Skating Skills
Chloe C. - Bronze Singles

Chloe C. - Pre-Silver Skating Skills
Chloe Z. - Bronze Skating Skills
Eleanor T. - Adaptive Skating Bronze
Skating Skills

Elise B. - Pre-Silver Skating Skills
Esther N. — Preliminary & Pre-Bronze
Singles

Eva W. - Pre-Preliminary Singles

Fiona S. - Bronze Skating Skills
Helen Y. - Bronze Skating Skills
Jason C. - Adult Pre-Bronze Singles
Lily M. - Kilian (Follow Solo)
Makenna M. - Pre-Bronze Skating
Skills

Meaghan R. - Silver Singles

Naira M. - Preliminary Skating Skills
Raya E. - Pre-Silver Skating Skills
Reine W. - Pre-Bronze Skating Skills
Samantha F. - Pre-Bronze Singles
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Log on to Squad Locker to view the WFSC Store for t-shirts, sweatshirts,
hats, backpacks, etc. This online store is open 24/7/365 so get your WFSC
gear now! A portion of every purchase comes back to us as fundraising
dollars that we use for WFSC events.
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https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/318661/edit

Excel Series with Coach Tracy Wilson

In US Figure Skating, there are several levels of competition for skaters of
all commitment levels. Excel is a program designed ideally for skaters who
skate less than 8-10 hours a week and split their focus with other activities
and sports.

Excel offers athletes an exciting competitive environment that helps
motlvate them to strengthen their program components and technical skills. Athletes can choose to
register for the Excel Series where their top two scores in the series are added together and the top
finishers in the region/nation are invited to the Excel National Final. Skaters competing in the Excel
levels; Preliminary plus, Pre-juvenile plus, Juvenile, Juvenile plus, Intermediate, Intermediate plus,
Novice, Junior and Senior must earn an invitation to participate in the Excel Final, Finalist Camp and
Exhibition.

Additionally, Skaters competing in the Excel Aspire 1-4, Pre-preliminary and Preliminary levels can
compete at the National Festival based on participation. All skaters competing in these levels who
compete in at least two series qualifying competitions will receive an automatic invitation to
compete at the National Festival.

It is an exciting week filled with skaters from around the US. The skaters who attend the National
Festival will compete against others from their level and includes a series of events including
opportunity to meet members of TEAM USA and learn from them in the various off-ice classes.

Each year, the National Excel Finals and Festival is held at a different location around the US. In 2024,
it was held at the Skating Club of Boston in in Norwood, MA. Winchester FSC had many skaters who
participated in the National Festival, as well as Nyla Hughes who qualified for the Finals. The 2025
Excel Finals and Festival will be held in Colorado Springs, CO.
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SCEL
NATIONAL

FESTIVAL

SETTS ¢

Natlonal Quallfler'

Seraphina K. Kasey T., Vienna L., & Catalina S.

Chloe W.

Makenna M. Vienna L. Reine W. Natalie G.
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WEFSC Skater News

BHSA Fall Compete USA ~ Burlington, MA, 10/26/24 Gate City Spooktacular ~ Nashua, NH, 10/26/24

Madelyn P. Vienna L. BHSA “grad” volunteers Nadia G.
Kamilah H., Maeve & Fiona S.,
Makenna M., & Kasey T.

Bay State Games — Williamstown, MA, 1/5/25

Rory W. Rory W., Zoey W., Nyla H., and Lauren C. & Coach Tracy W. Chloe C. & Esther N.
Kayla W.

Northeast ISC Winter Competition ~ Haverhill, MA, 1/26/25

Seraphina K.

Kasey T. Chloe W., Vienna L., & Rory W. Madelyn P. Vienna L.
Kasey T.
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Eastern Synchronized Skating Sectionals ~ 1/25/25, Hershey, PA CT Synchro Skating Classic ~ 2/9/25, Hamden, CT

Kamilah H. (back row, 2" from left) and her Skating Club Raya E. (front right) & Elise B. (top right) and

of Boston Team Excel Synchro ~ Intermediate Team LGS their Colonials Synchro Team ~ Open Juvenile

U.S. Synchronized Skating National Championship ~ Colorado Springs, CO, 2/27-3/1/25
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Sossi S. (back, 3™ from right and back, 2" from right) and Boston Fusion Juvenile Team, Colonial FSC

Joyce Middle School Musical “Matilda” ~ Woburn, MA, 3/7-8/25

Fiona S. (Mr. Wormwood), Sossi P. (Mrs. Wormwood), Kasey T. (stage crew), Maeve
S. (director), and Kamilah H. (director) at full dress rehearsal.

On January 29, 2025, our U.S. Figure Skating family suffered
an unimaginable loss when several members of our
community—athletes, coaches, and family members—
perished aboard American Airlines Flight 5342, which
tragically collided with a helicopter in Washington, D.C. These individuals were returning home from
the National Development Camp in Wichita, Kansas, a place where young skaters take their next
steps toward their dreams.

How can we help? U.S. Figure Skating has established Family Support Fund to provide support to
those U.S. Figure Skating families directly impacted by the tragedy. In addition, Kendra Scott, a
popular kids necklace designer, has created “The Ice Skate Pendant” where 100% of proceeds up to
$100,000 for pre-orders between March 2-31 will be donated to the Family Support Fund to assist
families impacted. 50f7



https://secure.qgiv.com/for/usfigureskatingfoundation/event/usfigureskatingfund/
https://www.kendrascott.com/jewelry/necklaces/ice-skate-short-pendant-necklace/ice-skate-pendant.html

Senior Spotlight: Megan Sheehy

Megan is a senior student at Woburn Memorial High School. She has been skating
for 14 years and 11 years with Winchester FSC. Megan is coached by Christina
Welch and Jessica Hilton. She is currently working on her Pre-gold Skating Skills
with US Figure Skating, competing at the Juvenile level.

Tell us about yourself:

Figure skating and swimming are my two main sports, and for the past 4 years |
have swum on both the Woburn/Burlington High School Swim Team and the Lucky
Lobsters Swim team. | also spend a lot of my time at the Boys and Girls Club of
Woburn, participating in the high school community service group, Keystone, as
well as other community service-based programs there. | directed the Joyce
l\/||dd|e School Musical for my first three years of high school, and | am very proud of the shows that we
were able to put on. | love reading and listening to music, and | have played guitar for the past 5 years. |
also love spending time with my two younger sisters, Maeve and Fiona, and | am so lucky to have them
both be such big parts of my life.

How did you get started skating?

When | was 4 years old, my parents signed me up for Christina Welch’s Preschool skating program at the
O’Brien in Woburn. | was part of the very first Preschool class that Christina taught there. My dad played
hockey when he was young and wanted me to learn how to skate for that, but | ended up loving figure
skating and pursuing that instead.

What is it about skating that appeals to you?

| have always loved the performance aspect of skating, putting on shows and competing to music. As |'ve
grown, | have also learned to love the space that it gives me to focus on the present and leave everything
that's not related to figure skating outside of the rink for a little while. It has helped me become stronger,
more resilient, and better at setting goals for myself.

What is your favorite skill and your current goal?
My favorite skill is a tie between an axel and a camel grab spin. My current goal is to keep making progress
on my Pre-Gold skating skills test and land a more consistent double-sal.

Plans after graduation?
| am not sure what school | will be attending yet, but | plan to go to college for political science/pre-law.

Do you have plans to skate in college or coach?
| hope that | can continue skating in college, since | think that this sport is a great outlet for me, as well as a
great exercise that | have fun doing.

What is one piece of advice you would give younger skaters?

One piece of advice | would give to younger skaters is to stop comparing yourself to everyone else. Even
though in competitions you are judged against other people, constant comparisons do nothing to help you
make progress in skating. Making goals and striving to be better for the sake of bettering yourself at your
own pace helps you to form a healthier relationship with the sport and yourself. It is important to
remember that everyone has a different skating experience than you, and if you put in the time and effort,
you can achieve any goals you set out for yourself, regardless of how fast or slow the people around you
are achieving them.
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| USFs Testing @ WFsC [
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WEFSC continues to offer both in-person and virtual testing l’ "Smrlﬂaw

opportunities for skaters. Virtual testing is open for rolling
submissions, sign up on Entry Eeze.

Email video submissions and performance affidavits to Nicol Tapp, WFSC Test Chair. Virtual tests
will be processed and sent to judges as they are received.

Volunteer Opportunities

We need your help! Please sign up and help fulfill your volunteer hours
for this year.

* |ce monitor - sign up on Entry Eeze

*  Spring Exhibition — Signup Genius (coming in May)

*  Live Test sessions - contact Nicol Tapp

Mission Statement M

The goal of the club is to:

* Provide a safe, welcoming, and friendly skating environment
* Foster, promote, encourage, advance, and improve figure skating, and °
* Encourage and cultivate a spirit of harmony among figure skaters

WESC Board

* Paul Mansfield, President * John Sheehy, Treasurer * Jason Cline
* Roberta Bailey, Pro Liaison * Nicol Tapp, Test Chair * Kristine Trites
*  Kristyn Hughes, Secretary

Newsletter Feedback @

If you have any newsletter feedback and/or content ideas or suggestions, please
email Kristine Trites. If you have photos you’d like to be included in an upcoming e
Newsletter, please submit via our Photo Submission Form.
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063796110190
https://www.instagram.com/wfsc.social/
mailto:wfsc.online@gmail.com
http://www.winchesterfsc.com/
mailto:ktrites1@partners.org
https://forms.gle/7R4H8gD5oQnK9HdBA
https://comp.entryeeze.com/Membership/Welcome.aspx?cid=282
mailto:njtapp@gmail.com?subject=WFSC%20Volunteer%20Hours%20-%20Test%20Sessions&body=null
https://comp.entryeeze.com/Membership/MemberLogin.aspx?cid=282
mailto:njtapp@gmail.com
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