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2024 Spring Exhibition

Sate the date! Our Spring Exhibition will be held on Tuesday, June 18 from 4:10-6:00pm. Sign
up to donate items for pizza party after to fulfill volunteer hours will be emailed out late
May/early June.

The WFSC Junior Board hosted its 15t all-member meet-
up event at Chick-Fil-A in Woburn on Thursday, May 2.
Skaters enjoyed some social time off the ice and even
made it onto their social media! Next year we’ll plan

for Winter in hopes more skaters can attend.

WFSC Membership Renewal

It’s time to renew your WFSC Membership for the 2024-2025 season. Early-bird renewal will be
opening by May 14t. Don’t let your membership lapse before the Excel Series in July, renew
now!
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Senior Spotlight: Madalena Mola

. T Madalena Mola is a senior student at Bedford High School in Bedford.
She has been skating for 2 years and 1 with Winchester FSC.

' Madalena is coached by Tracy Wilson with US Figure Skating and is
currently competing preliminary excel plus.

Tell us about yourself: | enjoy painting, playing piano, singing, and
being with friends. In addition to figure skating, | play volleyball for my
school and am on my school’s robotics team. | also sing in my school's
rock band and participate in theater through my school.

How did you get started skating? | loved skating with my mom, and
after watching the 2022 Olympics especially, | decided | wanted to
take lessons. | began lessons in March of 2022, and have loved it ever
since!

What is it about skating that appeals to you? | love the community
of people in skating, and it has also given me a lot of confidence.
Skating makes me feel much more confident and happier, and | have
gained many great friends through skating.

What is your favorite skill and your current goal? Currently my
favorite skill is axel, and my current goal is to get my double toe loop

* and double salchow more consistent, and also completing juvenile
moves in the field test.

Plans after graduation? | will be attending University of Connecticut, studying robotics
engineering and plan to skate for UConn’s skating club.

What is one piece of advice you would give younger skaters? Don’t be discouraged if the
people around you are better skaters than you, and instead use that as motivation to
improve. Also, don't beat yourself up if you can’t get a skill; be patient with yourself and have
confidence in your abilities!

Anything else you’d like to share? | would like to thank my parents for supporting me in
skating, and my friends as well for always being by my side through every practice and

competition!
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U.S. Figure Skating (USFS) offers multiple testing tracks, including skating skills and singles,
each consisting of 8 tests. U.S. Figure Skating tests serve as a prerequisite for competition
and offer an opportunity for athletes to achieve personal goals in the sport. As a skater
advances, the tests become more difficult. Tests can be completed in person or virtual and
are judged by a panel of U.S. Figure Skating officials. The highest achievement is passing the
gold test. Passing the final test earns a skater the designation of U.S. Figure Skating Gold
Medalist. Skaters can earn multiple gold designations over the course of their skating
careers.

WEFSC has had 3 members become gold medalists over the last year. Each took the time to
share a little about their skating and experiences testing.

Nyla Hughes is an 8t grader at Kennedy Middle School in Woburn. She’s been skating for 12
years, 8 with WFSC, and her primary coach is Tracy Wilson.

When did you pass your gold medal test? August 2023.
When did you start skating? When | was 2 years old.
When did you start testing? When | was 7 years old.

Did you ever fail a test? No, | have never failed a test.

A

What did you enjoy most about testing? | enjoyed being able
to accomplish passing a test after | worked so hard and long on
each one.

6. What did you struggle most with while testing? | struggled
most with fitting in every move in each video test | took.

7. Does any test stand out as one that was particularly challenging? | remember the
Juvenile test being difficult because it was hard to practice each move since most of
them are in the middle of the ice.

8. Any advice for other skaters who are testing? My advice for other skaters who are
testing is to keep working hard and to not stress out when you are recording because
you have multiple chances to redo your test.

9. Do you prefer in person testing or virtual testing more and why? | prefer in person
testing because if you make one mistake, you can just redo that move, but when you
make a mistake when you are recording, you have to redo your entire test.

10. What are your goals now that you’ve completed USFS testing? My goals are to finish all
of my freestyle tests and to qualify for the excel series.
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USFS Gold Medalist Spotlights

Meaghan Richards is an 8th Grade student at The Rivers School in Weston. She has been
skating for 10 years, 5 with WFSC. Meaghan is coached by Tracy Wilson and currently
competing Well Balanced Intermediate. She also works with Coach Christina Welch for USFS
Skating Skills

1. Tell us about yourself: Outside of skating, Meaghan enjoys
fishing, playing field hockey and tennis. She likes to travel
and her favorite TV show is “Outer Banks.”

2. How did you get started skating? | started with Learn-To-
Skate when | was 3 and competed in my first competition
when | was 4.

3.  Whatis it about skating that appeals to you? My favorite
part of skating is jumping and performing with my Theater
on Ice team.

4. What is your favorite skill and your current goal? My
favorite skill is single-axel and my goal is to make it to
Eastern Sectionals.

5.  What s one piece of advice you would give younger skaters? Have fun while doing
something you enjoy and find a balance with skating and life.

Jason Cline is a chemical engineer with a Ph.D. from MIT and works and lives in Burlington.
He’s been skating for 7 years under the direction of Christina Welch and has been an adult
member of WFSC for the last 4 years.

1. When did you start testing? In 2019

2. When did you pass your gold medal test? November 2023.
3. Didyou everfail a test? No.
4

What did you enjoy most about testing? After each test you
get new tricks to learn.

5.  What did you struggle most with while testing? Nerves! But
also the turns...so many turns.

6. Does any test stand out as one that was particularly
challenging? Adult gold definitely took me the longest.

7. Any advice for other skaters who are testing? Everyone is different. For me, some days a
skill is good, and some days not. | get to test when the bad skill days are still good
enough. Sometimes it’s not just the skill but strength you need .to build, so consistent
practice is important.

8. Do you prefer in person testing or virtual testing more and why? | prefer virtual because
it’s a huge advantage in schedule flexibility.
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WESC Skater News

Southern
Connecticut Open
Darien, CT o o
4/19-21/24 a.;’sw\..,

Nice workina very tough

aspire ?io\today!

Kamilah H. (4t) M_egan S., (4th), Kamilah
H. (4t) and Maeve S. (3™)

ST —_— — - S5
Kasey T. (4th) Makenna M. (1%t) & Kasey T. (4th) Kasey T. (4th), Makenna M. (1), Catalina S.

Zoey W. (2") and Kayla W., (3™)

Makena M. (1%)

- -~
Kayla W. (2"d) Zoey W. (2) Natalie G.
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BHSA Ice Show
Burlington, MA
4/6-7/24

Graduae sters - Lily M., Mega ., Kamilah H., Raya Gold-Silver skaters Chloe C., Sossi P.,
E., Maeve S., Elise B., Nyla H., Chloe C,, Sossi P., Lauren  Raya E., Lily M., Kamilah H., Nyla H.,
C., Fiona S., Taylor D., Sam F., and Kasey T. Maeve S., Lauren C., and Megan S.

o | .

Bronze skaters — Fiona S., Taylor D., Top Volunteers & Free Skate 6 Soloists — Megan S., Elise B., Nyla H.,
Sam F., and Kasey T. Amelia M., Vienna L., Zoey W., Makenna M., Maeve S., Kamilah H.,
Lauren C., Sam F., and Kasey T.

Stoneham Learn to
Figure Skate Ice Show
Stoneham, MA
4/7/24

Alyssa Z.

Sonia K., Lucia M., Chloe Z., Natalie G., Natalie G., Nicki G., Izzy O., and
G., lzzy 0., and Nadia G. and Charis L. Nadia G.

Natalie G., Coach Lynda M., Nicki
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Joyce Middle School Theater
Beauty and the Beast Jr.
March 15-16, 2024

* MeganS., Stage Director * SossiP., Lefou
e KamilahH. & Maeve S., <+ FionaS., Dance Ensemble : *
Junior Assistants * KaseyT., Stage Crew Kamilah H., Maeve S., Fiona S., Megan S.,

US Figure Skating Testing

WFSC continues to offer virtual testing for skaters on a

rolling monthly basis. Sign up on Entry Eeze and email video ‘e
submissions and performance affidavits to Nicol Tapp, WFSC , "Y.é/ﬁ;'alxﬂat-
Test Chair. Tests will be processed and sent to judges as they "‘

are received. .

Log on to Squad Locker to view the WFSC Store and some new items
added! A portion of every purchase comes back to us as fundraising
dollars that we use for WFSC events.

Volunteer Opportunities

We need your help! Please sign up and help fulfill your volunteer hours
for this year.
* lce monitor - sign up on Entry Eeze
*  Spring Exhibition — SignupGenius coming in late May/early June
*  Live Test sessions - contact Nicol Tapp

@ If you have newsletter feedback and/or content ideas or suggestions, please
email Kristine Trites. If you have photos you’d like to be included in an
e upcoming Newsletter, please submit via our Photo Submission Form.
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063796110190
https://www.instagram.com/wfsc.social/
mailto:wfsc.online@gmail.com
http://www.winchesterfsc.com/
mailto:ktrites1@partners.org
https://forms.gle/7R4H8gD5oQnK9HdBA
https://comp.entryeeze.com/Membership/Welcome.aspx?cid=282
mailto:njtapp@gmail.com?subject=WFSC%20Volunteer%20Hours%20-%20Test%20Sessions&body=null
https://comp.entryeeze.com/Membership/MemberLogin.aspx?cid=282
mailto:njtapp@gmail.com
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/318661/edit
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